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Parade Participation 
Safety Information Sheet 

 

 

Riding in a vehicle (or back thereof) without a seat belt, as commonly occurs during a parade, 

violates California vehicle law and is very hazardous. 

 

Under “Driving Rules” in the California Driver Handbook, the following are listed: 

 

“Do not allow anyone to ride on any part of your vehicle not intended for passengers.” 

 

“Do not allow a person to ride in the back of a pickup or other truck unless the vehicle is 

equipped with seats and the person uses both the seat and a safety belt.” 

 

Parade participants are often exempt from the seat belt law(s) if the parade organizer has 

obtained a permit from the city, which typically includes traffic control.  Please check with the 

parade organizer to ensure exemption from the seat belt laws. 

 

Student participants are to submit a completed “Field Trip or Excursion Authorization and 

Medical Treatment Authorization” (VCSS SFA-1055/Rev. 8-04), signed by the parent. 

 

Pedestrian Safety 
 

1. Spectators are to remain on the sidewalk or shoulder of the road.  The inner lane(s) of the 

road are for parade participants, the outer areas are for operations and emergency 

vehicles. 

2. Separate units with animals from other parade units, particularly vehicles and bands. 

3. Vehicle drivers are to maintain a three (3) second gap between themselves and the parade 

unit in front. 

4. Take precautions to prevent heat illness 

a) Heat related illness becomes likely when temperatures approach 80°F at 30% to 40% 

humidity. 

b) There is to be an adequate supply of clean, cool drinking water at both the start and 

finish of the parade route. 

c) Provide shade at the staging area of the parade. 
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Vehicle Occupant Safety 
 

1. A responsible adult (21 years of age or older) is to drive any vehicle on which students 

ride without a safety belt. 

2. The driver is not to drive faster than five (5) miles per hour when students are riding 

in/on the vehicle without safety belts.  Parade speeds are likely to be slower. 

3. Drivers of personal vehicles are to complete a personal vehicle use form, and are to 

assume responsibility for general liability insurance ($100,000.00/$300,000.00). 

4. Students are to arrive at the parade in a car or the cab of a truck with seat belts fastened.  

No student is to travel to the parade in the back of a truck or on a trailer. 

5. No student is to be in the back of any truck or on any trailer until commencing the 

parade. 

6. All parade vehicles are to remain stationary until all participant riders have entered or 

mounted the vehicle.   

7. All body parts are to stay within the car, truck, or trailer while the vehicle is in motion. 

8. If participants are allowed to ride on the top of the back seat of a convertible car, a 

maximum of two (2) participants are allowed to do so.  These participants are to stay as 

close to the center of the car as possible.  These participants are to be in fourth grade or 

higher. 

9. Students are to sit or kneel on the bed of the truck and/or trailer when moving, when not 

secured by a safety belt.  Pads are recommended for kneeling 

10. Students may stand in the back of a moving truck if protected from falling by stake sides 

or a lumber rack at least 42 inches above the bed of the truck.  Adequate fall protection is 

to be provided for students standing on a trailer.  Wheel chairs are to be secured to the 

vehicle. 

11. Candy or any other items are not to be not be thrown, tossed or handed out from any float 

or any tow vehicle in the parade route. 

12. Students are to exit or dismount the back of the truck and/or trailer as soon as possible 

after the truck and/or trailer has crossed the end of parade line.  All vehicles are to come 

to a complete stop before any participant riders are to exit or dismount the vehicle. 

 


